
After much planning, the National Museum of African 
American Music is poised to make a dramatic impact on 
both national and international stages. Thanks to our initial 
private supporters along with state and local government, 

community leaders and our board, we’ve taken bold steps toward 
fulfilling our mission. In the last six months, we have:

n   Changed our name to the National Museum of African American 
Music to clearly reflect our music focus 

n   Established an exceptionally strong Board of Directors which is 
actively guiding our efforts

n Finalized and approved the museum’s design

n   Engaged the Education Committee, which is developing 
curriculum

n   Finalized an exciting storyline content and outline for both 
permanent and non-permanent exhibits

n  Conducted an intensive market study, giving us a strong 
foundation on which to build

n   Finalized our business plan

The museum is a viable entity and we are now positioned for great 
success. Another highlight in Nashville’s cultural, educational and 
tourism offerings, the National Museum of African American Music 
will help solidify Nashville as Music City!

OUR PROGRESS  
IS SHOWING Gallagher & Associates, Bethesda, MD, has 

developed a series of stirring sketches that will 
portray the five centuries of cultural evolution 
and social change that is the African American 
musical tradition.

Seven broad concepts have been developed 
by Dr. Portia K. Maultsby, professor of 
Ethnomusicology and director of the Archives of 
African American Music and Culture at Indiana 
University in Bloomington for permanent display 
areas, each divided into storylines that weave 
together history and different music genres.  The 
researcher has also catalogued a number of 
compelling interviews from musicians, dignitaries 
and common voices from around the world.  

“In essence,” Dr. Maultsby states, “African 
American music provides a window into the 
world views and experience of a people who 
have used music to express their innermost 
feelings, preserve their cultural identity and 
record their history.” 

Additionally, Dr. Maultsby has identified 23 
different storylines for temporary exhibits to rotate 
through the museum and further strengthen the 
museum’s mission and message.  

Both permanent and temporary exhibits will 
profile musical instruments, great vocalists who 
influenced and were influenced by this music, 
while also providing hands-on music creation/
production and educational programs for all 
visitors. 

PERMANENT AND NON-PERMANENT 
EXHIBIT PLANS TAKE FORM
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We have been blessed with an excellent board and are grateful for their 
tireless and serious dedication, which has allowed us to take pivotal 
steps toward our existence.  

As we continue growing in national prominence, Henry Hicks III, has 
become board chairman, and Gregg Morton, vice chairman. Henry is 
general partner in Atlanta, Georgia-based Red Clay Capital, a private 
investment firm, and Gregg is president of AT&T Tennessee.  

We introduce our second staff member – Camara Randolph will serve 
as director of board and corporate relations. She joins us from the 
Nashville Convention and Visitors Bureau. 

As the only museum in the nation with a focus on all dimensions of 
African American music and its impact on all music genres, the museum 
will be a local point of pride and a national treasure. When opened, 
the National Museum of African American Music will also be a source 
of concerts, lectures and other experiences for both Nashvillians and 
visitors. After all, this is Music City!

A SPECIAL 
THANK YOU
The past year-and-a-half have been a growing time and we appreciate 
the support you have provided. We are thankful that you continue 
to believe in our mission and our positive impact on Tennessee. We 
certainly do!

The museum will be a wonderful place that celebrates the richness of 
African American music and its influence on the world. Its construction 
and operation is projected to create more than 500 jobs, provide 
Nashville $1.5 million in new tax revenues and an economic impact 
of more than $66 million over three years. It will serve as a music 
education source for all academic levels, significantly impact our 
youth and the people of Tennessee, and stand as a national treasure we 
will all be proud of. 

I look forward to your continued support and insight! Happy Holidays!

 

Paula Roberts
Executive Director
National Museum of African American Music
paularoberts@nmaam.com
615-259-4780 

The National Museum of African 

American Music will stand as an 

international iconic cultural museum 

dedicated to the vast contributions 

African Americans have made in 

music and its rich influence on art 

and culture.

OUR FIRST CAMPAIGN IS 
ON THE HORIZON

Following a series of consulting meetings with 
business and civic leaders from throughout 
Middle Tennessee, we are planning to launch 
our first-ever formal fundraising campaign in 
2011 to invite others join in our vision. The 
total cost of the museum project is $47.5 
million, which is composed of:

n  Capital investment: $42.5 million
n  Endowment fund: $  2.5 million
n  Initial operating:  $  2.5 million 

This will build on the early $17.8 million 
in support we have received from the 
Metropolitan Government of Nashville and 
Davidson County, the State of Tennessee, as 
well as private gifts from generous corporate 
and foundation supporters and 100% giving 
from our board.

NEW BOARD AND STAFF LEADERSHIP WILL 
CONTINUE OUR PROGRESS

MISSION:


